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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE DECEMBER 
 

December 7 

Winter Concert I 

7 PM @HS 

 

December 13 

Board of Education Mtg. 

8:15 PM @HS 

 

December 14 

Winter Concert II 

7 PM @ HS 

 

December 19 

Winter Concert III 

7 PM @ MS 
 

December 26– January 2 

Holiday Recess 

School Closed 
 

January 3 

School Re-opens  

 

 

Maria Cafaro—Editor 

A n  E f f e c t i v e  P r a c t i c e  M e n t o r  S c h o o l  

 E s s e n t i a l  E l e m e n t s :  S c h o o l s  t o  W a t c h   

I have always thought of Christmas time, when it has come round, as a good 

time; a kind, forgiving, charitable time; the only time I know of, in the long cal-

endar of the year, when men and women seem by one consent to open their shut

-up hearts freely, and to think of people below them as if they really were fellow 

passengers to the grave, and not another race of creatures bound on other jour-

neys.  ~Charles Dickens 

 

Dear Parents, 

Please accept my very warmest regards and well wishes during this most 

special time of year. This is the time of year when we smile a bit easier, for-

give a bit quicker, and see the world as a common journey rather than as a 

path only for ourselves. The holiday season reminds us that we are our 

brother’s keeper; that we are responsible for each other as equal members 

of the human family. A time when we judge people by the value of their 

character and not the value of their bank account.  

 

This, of course, is also a special time here in our Middle School. Our chil-

dren raise funds for charities, give of their time to assist those who are less 

fortunate, and seek to make the world a bit warmer and brighter for each 

other. Our clubs and musical performances incorporate the holiday spirit. 

The spirit of family enlarges to incorporate all of our school endeavors.  

Within this holiday spirit, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and 

Happy Hanukah!   

 

Warmly, 

Peter Osroff, Ed.D. 
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

Holiday Concert Events 

 Our students and faculty have been working hard to prepare for the holiday concert season. Below is a sched-

ule of performances. We hope to see you at the events to join them in spreading holiday cheer! 

Parent Drop Off Time 

 Parents should be aware that we do not have staff for supervision of children prior to 7:30 a.m.  Please do not 

drop off your children before that time.  Normal drop-off, except for extra help, a club meeting, or an intramural sport, 

should take place at 8:05 a.m. 

Concert Etiquette 

 It’s the holiday concert season. In order to model proper concert etiquette for the students, please refrain 

from the following during concert performances: using cell phones, shouting out names of students, using flash 

photography, eating, drinking, or chewing gum, and talking or leaving the auditorium during the performances. 

Please do not allow young children to run through the aisles during the performances. We also ask that you 

quickly remove children who cry or cannot sit through the performance. Please remember that we want the perform-

ance conditions to be optimal for our stars on stage! We thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

No Commercial Food or Ice Cream Drop-Offs for Cafeteria on Birthdays 

  Please do not drop off ice cream or food for use in the cafeteria. Invariably, feelings are hurt when children are 

excluded. Thank you for your assistance.  

December 7  Winter Concert I  

Chorus 6,7,8 and 

Festival Chorus  

7:00 p.m. High School  

December 14 Winter Concert II  

Band 6,7,8 and Late 

Night Jazz 

7:00 p.m. High School 

December 19 Winter Concert III 

Orchestra 6,7,8, 

Guitar Ensemble 

and Morning Jazz  

7:00 p.m. Middle School 

Morning Intramural Program 

            The  morning intramural program will now begin when the building opens at 7:30 a.m. instead of 7:20 a.m. as it 

has in the past.  For a complete schedule of programs please visit the Middle School Athletic Webpage. 

A Reminder to Our Guests  

 When visiting the middle school, we ask that all guests show respect during the playing of the 

National Anthem and the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.  Please pause for a moment, wherever you 

may be, and turn your attention to the American flag. 



IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

Good Teen Hygiene 

When it comes to teen hygiene, what do you need to discuss with your kids? Here's a rundown.  

1. Showering. "Most elementary school kids don't shower every day, and they don't need to," says 

Tanya Remer Altmann, MD, a pediatrician and author of Mommy Calls and The Wonder Years. But 

she says that once puberty hits, daily showering becomes essential. Recommend that they use a 

mild soap and concentrate on the face, hands, feet, underarms, groin,  and bottom. Washing un-

der the fingernails is key, too. 

2. Washing hair. Discuss the pros and cons of daily hair washing. Some teens may prefer to skip days to prevent their 

hair from drying out. Others may want to wash their hair daily -- especially if they have oily hair, which can both 

look greasy and aggravate acne. 

3. Using deodorant or antiperspirant. Your kid has always had plenty of working sweat glands. But when puberty 

hits, the glands become more active and the chemical composition of the sweat changes, causing it to smell 

stronger. When you or your kid begin to notice it, using deodorant or an antiperspirant should become part of their 

daily teen hygiene. 

4. Changing clothes. Before puberty, your kid might have gotten away with wearing the same shirt -- or even the 

same underwear and same socks -- day after day without anyone noticing. After puberty, that won't fly. Get your 

teen to understand that along with showering, wearing clean clothes each day is an important part of teen hygiene. 

Point out that cotton clothes may absorb sweat better than other materials. 

 

Parent Portal Update  

 As part of our continuing effort to improve the partnership between school and home, we are pleased to an-

nounce enhancements to the SchoolTool Parent Portal. You will now have on-line access to individual assignments in 

each of your child’s courses starting November 23, 2011. Assignments will include grades for different categories in-

cluding tests, quizzes and homework. The in-progress marking period average will fluctuate as entries are made by the 

teacher, since the marks received on different assignments carry different percentages. Grades will be accurate at the 

time of progress reports and report cards. Accordingly, the parent portal is closed prior to the end of a marking period 

and before the release of the quarter report cards. This gives our teachers the opportunity to finalize and submit grades 

and comments for a given marking period and progress report.  

The link to the Parent Portal may be found on our school’s website http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/ by click-

ing the Parent Login Center under Quick Links. The Parent Login Center will give you links to the Parent Portal Login 

and Instructions for accessing the secure SchoolTool Parent Portal.  
 

What do I do if I have a problem with/question about….  

Account log in If you have a problem with the log in to your account, please send an email to schooltoolpar-

ent@gcufsd.net to have your account unlocked. If this occurs outside of work hours, your account may not be 

unlocked until the regular work hours resume.  

Assignments, Attendance, Progress Report, Report Card or In-Progress Marking Period Average  

        For the class involved, please contact your child’s teacher  

 

Demographic Information Please submit changes in demographic information to the middle school guidance office.  

Please contact your child’s guidance counselor if you have any questions.  



     Tiered Assignments and Flexible Groupings 

 Sixth Grade math instruction is differentiated to allow students to work on skills appropriate to their readiness 

level and to explore mathematical applications.   

 The sixth grade math teachers use tiered assignments to assess student readiness.  Tiered assignments are de-

signed to instruct students on essential skills that are provided at different levels of complexity, abstractness, and open-

endedness. The curricular content and objective(s) are the same, but the process and/or product are varied according to 

the student’s level of readiness.  For example,  in the curriculum unit on measurement, students are taught basic meas-

urement skills, including converting inches to feet and meters to millimeters. While all students will apply measure-

ment conversion skills to problems involving perimeter, some students will be asked to find missing sides utilizing al-

gebraic equations. 

 The sixth grade math teachers also use flexible grouping within their classrooms.  Students work as part of 

many different groups depending on the task and/or content. Sometimes students are placed in groups based on readi-

ness, other times they are placed based on interest and/or learning profile. Groups can either be assigned by the teacher 

or chosen by the students. Students can be assigned purposefully to a group or assigned randomly. This strategy allows 

students to work with a wide variety of peers and keeps them from being labeled as advanced or struggling.  The 

teacher may assign groups based on readiness for direct instruction on algebraic concepts, and allow students to choose 

their own groups for projects that involve creating tessellations. 

Math-A-Thon for St. Jude’s Research Hospital  

 The sixth grade math department will be having their annual Math-A-Thon drive for St. Jude's Research Hospi-

tal in January of 2012.  We will be raising money for children with childhood cancer.  Over the past several years, we 

have raised a total of $235,974.65!  Last year's class raised over $40,000. 

 We are very proud of all of our students' efforts, and we look forward to 100% participation and the continued 

successes of our students! 

SPOTLIGHT ON  

The math department 

Differentiating through Content, Process and Product 

 Differentiation of instruction can be accomplished through content, process and 

product. One way is to differentiate the content of what is being taught.  To meet the needs of the stu-

dents who receive modified curriculum, the complexity of the problems is simplified but students are 

still learning the same topics.  For example, if the topic is solving 2 step equations, all students will 

learn the process of solving 2 step equations but will be given problems that match their skill/ability 

level.   

We also can differentiate the process by which students learn the material.  Some groups of students learn bet-

ter through direct instruction, whereas other students can access the information through independent learning sta-

tions.  We use flexible grouping depending on what learning outcome we are trying to achieve.  For example, for a test 

review, we might group students heterogeneously so that the stronger students can help the weaker students.  How-

ever, when teaching a specific concept, we might group students homogeneously and give different types of problems 

to each group depending on ability level.  We scaffold our questioning to incorporate the levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy, 

such as knowledge, application, comprehension, analysis, evaluation and synthesis. To deliver instruction, we utilize 

graphic organizers, manipulatives, and audio/visual presentations to appeal to the different learning styles. 

We can also differentiate the product, which is the way students demonstrate understanding of a topic.  For 

example, to demonstrate understanding of the concept of volume, students can either solve a group of problems 

whereas other students can build a model of something with a given volume.  Other students can demonstrate under-

standing through written and oral communication. 



SPOTLIGHT ON  

The math department 

Multiplying Polynomials 
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Multiplying Polynomials 

   
 

SPOTLIGHT ON  

The math department 
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IN & AROUND  

G c m s  

Visits by Professionals in Home and Careers 

 Mrs. Beovich’s Home and Careers students were visited by parents who spoke about their careers.  Maggie 

Feyrer’s dad is Vice President of CBS Sports.com.  He showed the students the website he is in charge of, Maxpreps.com, 

the CBS website for all high school sports.  Mr. Feyrer discussed his career progression, from college to many jobs, and 

now as vice president of CBS Sports.com.  He told the students that there are many ways to be involved in sports with-

out being an athlete. 

 Matt Carroll’s mom is a veterinarian.  She owns the West Hempstead Animal Hospital.  She showed slides of 

some of the animals in her hospital.  She explained her college background, and the breadth of knowledge required to 

be a veterinarian.  In addition, she explained how a chip inserted in a dog’s or cat’s neck can easily reunite a lost animal 

with his owner. 

 James Rumsey’s dad is a landscape architect, a profession that also  requires a college degree.  He also had to 

pass an exam to be certified.  His PowerPoint presentation showed gorgeous buildings, parks and gardens all designed 

by Landscape Architects.  Landscape architects work with landscapers, architects, and many other professionals in cre-

ating the beautiful looks in places such as Central Park. 

 After a unit on career discovery and exploration, students learned about job hunting and interviewing for jobs.  

Twenty parents, Mrs.Weiner and Mrs. Bonagura came into the seventh 

grade classes and interviewed each student for a position chosen by the 

student.  Adults were amazed at how each student was well spoken, 

knowledgeable, and confident .  Of course, all were professionally dressed 

as well.  Almost all students were hired on the spot! 

 Thanks to the following parents who conducted the       inter-

views: Mrs. Bingham, Mrs. Borzilleri, Mrs. Degruggio, Mr. and Mrs. 

Donahue, Mrs. Falco, Mrs. Fullhardt, Mrs. Grant, Mrs. Laisure, Mrs. 

McVey, Mrs. McClaughlin, Mr. Mixon, Mrs. Nessler, Mrs. Rudolph,    

Mrs. Sclafani, Mrs. Scott, and Mrs. Tobin. 

 
Dario Hernandez- Arroyo is 

interviewed by Mr. Donohue. 

      CYBER EXPRESSIONS  - A Project Contest Sponsored by the Anti-Bullying Club 

 Middle School students are being asked to create a "project" that reflects this year’s theme:  cyber-bullying. 

Project ideas may include: 

  Students can work together as a class, team, group, or with a partner.  Individual entries will also be 

accepted.  Students can enter the contest as many times as they want.  Please speak to Ms. Greenwald if you need mate-

rials.  Paper, crayons, makers, scissors, and glue are available to share. 

 The deadline for submissions is Friday, December 16, 2011. First, second, and third place winners will receive a 

prize.   

•       Children’s Book/Comic Book/ 

          Information Booklet 

•       Poster/Collage/Quilt/Mural/Painting 

•       Song/Rap/Jingle (Must be recorded) 

•       Game/Puzzle 

•       Poem/Newsletter 
•       Video/Commercial/Public Announcement   
          (must be videotaped)        
•       Skit (Must be videotaped) 
 



IN & AROUND  

G c m s  

News from The National Junior Honor Society 

 The National Junior Honor Society  (NJHS) coordinated a fundraiser to support the 

Wounded Warrior Project.  The students organized, promoted and sold bracelets during 

lunch periods that illustrated the core values of the WWP.  The values are: Honor, Duty, 

Courage, Commitment, Service, Country, and Integrity.  One hundred percent of the profits 

of the sale will go directly to the Wounded Warrior Project. The fundraiser was a tremen-

dous success.  The National Junior Honor Society would also like to pay special thanks to 

Mrs. Linda McGuire and her son Michael a current member of the society for securing the 

bracelets as well as the banner for use during our sales.  

A Teacher Hits a Home Run with the Yankees! 

 Mrs. Beovich's and Ms. Economou's classes had a treat on November 

10.  James and Luke Rosato's uncle, Mr. McCarthy, spoke about the many jobs he 

has had in his career.  He has always been open to try new things. He told how 

he learned and grew with every job he has had.  He now teaches in Jersey City 

Public Schools, and also teaches many New York Yankees’ players to speak bet-

ter English.  Students viewed a video of a Yankees’ player learning English, and 

the students learned that even adults have trouble getting their homework done 

sometimes! 

Thank you Middle School Community! 

 The Herodotus Society would like to thank the Middle School Community on behalf of the 

Leathernecks, a Marine Corps Veterans motorcycle club,  for its overwhelming support of our col-

lection for the Northport Veterans' Hospital. We collected over eight boxes of personal items. Your 

generosity really helps our veterans know that we honor their service. 

James Rosato poses with his uncle, Andy McCarthy, who 

teaches English to some New York Yankees.  The plaque 

contains a photo and autographed lesson plan. 

Differentiated Instruction in the Library 
 The middle school’s librarian contributes to differentiated learning for all middle school students in many 

ways.  The librarian’s main goal is to help students become responsible users of information and ideas, regardless of 

grade level and skill level.  One way this is done is by developing and maintaining a collection of resources that are 

both interesting and challenging, and also accessible and useful to students who have a wide range of ability levels and 

needs.  These resources support all content areas and include a variety of different resource types and levels of diffi-

culty.  A collection of circulating fiction and nonfiction books, reference books, online databases, and websites that pro-

vide useful and meaningful information are available to all middle school students.  Additionally, the librarian works 

with teachers, classes, and individual students to match relevant resources to every student’s needs no matter his or her 

skill level. 



IN & AROUND  

G c m s  

Differentiated  Instruction in World Languages               

 In his studies of the multiple intelligences, Howard Gardner suggests that the varying learning styles and abilities of stu-

dents affect their interest and the speed with which they assimilate information and develop skills.  With that in mind, this learning 

activity satisfies the range of strengths of  students, and also brings them to the same learning objective:  to master vocabulary and 

structures of grammar. 

 Eighth grade German classes began this school year with a unit on shopping for clothing, describing the various kinds of 

clothing, and expressing opinions about it.  As part of their unit work, they had an opportunity to take part in a project called “Tic-

Tac-Toe.”   In order to be responsive to the uniqueness of each student, the project provided a skills-based set of choices to practice 

and review vocabulary and grammatical structures.  Students selected three tasks to complete within a three-week period.  They had 

to create a horizontal, vertical, or diagonal row of learning strategies.  The first had to be completed by the end of the first week, the 

second by the end of the next week, and the last by the end of the third week.  Before beginning, they listed their choices on a 

“contract,” signed it, and took it home to be signed by a parent. 

 As each of the Tic-Tac-Toe tasks was completed, it was checked for spelling and creativity.  If errors were present, the task 

was returned to be corrected.  The deadline for the task also had to be met.  Then, students could elect to present their product to the 

class.   

Tic Tac Toe Board on Clothing 

 

 

 

  

Construct a word search using 

20 vocabulary words in 

Deutsch from class list. 

  

 #1 

  

Create a power point presentation de-

scribing your outfit in 20 sentences 

using various adjectives and the verb 

anhaben.  Presentation can include 

photos of you, but must have clip art 

illustrating the clothing in sentence. It 

needs to be e-mailed to your teacher. 

Email addresses on web pages. 

                           # 2 

  

Write a note to your pen pal in 

Deutsch introducing and describing 

yourself. The note must contain a 

minimum of 50 words. You must in-

clude date, greeting and closing in 

Deutsch. 

#3 

Write 20 sentences in Deutsch 

using different subject pro-

nouns, the verb tragen and 

adjectives.  10 sentences need 

to be plural and 10 must be 

singular. 

#4 

Create a clothing catalogue using pic-

tures from magazines or clip art from 

computer. There must be 20 pictures 

illustrating different articles of cloth-

ing: 5 singular, 5 plural, 5 masculine 

and 5 feminine. Booklet must have a 

cover, be neat, organized and creative 

#5 

  

Using the computer make a crossword 

puzzle in Deutsch using 20 articles of 

clothing from our class list with Eng-

lish clues. 

  

#6 

Make 20 picture flashcards 

from the clothing vocabulary 

on our class list. Picture is 

pasted on one side and Ger-

man word(-s) written on the 

reverse side of card. 

#7 

  

Using the computer make a word jum-

ble/unscramble in Deutsch using 20 

clothing vocabulary words from our 

list. Do not use English loan words. 

 

#8 

  

Write a commentary on a style of 

clothing using vocabulary and verbs 

from our class list.  Include pictures of 

the clothing you are discussing. 

#9 



IN & AROUND  

G c m s  

Differentiation Provides all Students with the Flexibility to Learn 

The process of differentiated instruction for students of differing abilities in any class is a naturally 

occurring process.  In a self-contained classroom, differentiation is not just a district mandate; it is a way of 

life.  Each student who is a part of the Life Skills Class has diverse needs, and, as such, learns in diverse 

ways. While autism and related disorders may be shared characteristics in the makeup of a particular class, the 

cognitive, social, and communication abilities and preferences that each student possesses are varied.  It is 

necessary  to be flexible and to continually tailor the delivery of conceptual information in order to assess the 

mastery of these concepts.  These concepts include: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

developing personal schedules (task lists contain-
ing both whole class and individual work 

using graphic organizers 

providing social stories for various coping skills 
(anger management, handling frustration, social 
skills, etc.) 

offering varied texts, materials developing tiered 
lessons/tiered learning centers 

offering manipulatives or other hands-on supports 
for students who need them 

creating learning contracts 

employing technology ( Smart Board, Smart Table, 
iPad, etc…) 

grouping activities 

questioning strategies 

providing interest centers for the class topic 

opportunities for ―down time‖ 

meeting with small groups to re-teach or to extend 
skills 

providing content-related reading 

using checklists 

content-driven games 

providing visual schedules 

using reading materials at varying readability 
levels 

presenting ideas through both auditory and vis-
ual means 

varying the length of time a student may take to 
complete a task 

making sure there are places in the room to work 
quietly and without distraction 

setting out clear guidelines for independent work 
that matches individual needs 

developing routines 

 Achievement in the Reading Classroom 

 As educators, one of the primary goals is to ensure that students learn in the best possi-

ble learning environment.  Differentiated instruction is the foundation used to meet the needs of 

individual learners.  The Garden City Middle School Reading Department utilizes diagnostic 

assessment tools to identify each child’s strengths and weaknesses.  Reading strategies are devel-

oped to challenge and support academic, social and emotional success.  Students are placed in 

reading groups to address decoding, encoding, and/or comprehension deficits.  Within each 

group, lessons are designed based on each child’s modality of learning.  Leveled text is used 

throughout instruction.  An interest reading inventory is given to determine topics that motivate and interest students.  

As a result of differentiated instruction, students are demonstrating achievement in the reading program. 



IN & AROUND  

G c m s  

Dragsters Allow Students to Work at Their Own Pace  

 By using different types of presentation methods to meet the varying student learning styles each student is 

given a better opportunity to understand the material.   Along with traditional textbook work,  the Smart Board, hands 

on demonstrations, computer simulations, videos, display boards and handouts  are used to help clarify concepts visu-

ally . 

 When assessing students, there are several methods employed.  There are formal written tests, rubrics for grad-

ing hands on work, longer term at home assignments are used, self evaluation, and informal evaluation as in class ac-

tivities are taking place.  As in the case of our CO2 dragster project, we present the concept with video and many exam-

ples for the children to see. The students then utilize the problem solving process they learned and take the idea from 

their imagination and develop a full scale drawing of their car.  Then by using the skills learned in class they are able to 

transform the 2-D drawing into the dragster they envisioned.  Each student can create a unique dragster design that 

meets all the project requirements yet is at a skill level they are comfortable with and have a rewarding experience in 

the process. 

Writing is a “TEES” in Sixth Grade Social Studies Classes  

 The sixth grade social studies classes have introduced a new writing initiative, known as the TEES paragraph.  

This format will be used throughout their middle school experience. TEES is an acronym for Topic Sentence, Evidence, 

Expansion, and Summary.  A graphic organizer helps students formulate their thoughts and ideas into a coherent para-

graph.  This organizer helps students to focus on the evidence needed to answer an essential question, while adapting 

to their individual writing and thinking skills. The goal  is for students to be able to write a clear and concise introduc-

tory paragraph by the end of the year. This writing will be the basis for their seventh grade writing experience. The 

TEES paragraph provides the students with the ability to show their full understanding of social studies by thinking, 

evaluating, and writing.     

Ms. Biondi’s Art Corner 
 This month students in eighth grade art class are continuing their realistic self-portraits. Students are 

learning the valuable tools needed to create a drawing from observation using mirrors and their pencil on paper. 

We have seen tremendous progress in all of their work and are extremely proud of their results!  

 In other news the Heckscher Museum of Art and Cinema Arts Centre are pleased to present the Long Is-

land Biennial 2012, a juried competition for working artists who live in Nassau or Suffolk County on Long Island. 

The Heckscher Museum of Art is accepting painting, sculpture, works on paper, photography, and mixed media 

entries. Approximately 40 works will be selected for the exhibition, and all submitted entries will be posted on the 

Museum’s Long Island Biennial Gallery Website.  Call for Entries closes December 31, 2011. For more information 

please go to www.heckscher.org or see Mrs. Biondi in room 246. 

 Art Tip of the Month: When drawing a portrait, we are used to looking at a person straight-on, we natu-

rally try to make their features look level when we draw them. If their head is on an angle, this results in strange 

distortions in the picture. Sketch guidelines first to ensure that the features are on the same angle as the rest of the 

face. 

                                           “Painting is self-discovery. Every good artist paints what he is.” - Jackson Pollock 

https://newman.gcufsd.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=17bb9d580703422aa27e0c2d5d92ff78&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.heckscher.org


IN & AROUND  

G c m s  

Differentiated Instruction in the Music Classroom 

 The music classroom is an ideal setting to promote differentiated instruction as an integral part of the students’ 

learning experience.  In addition to concert preparation, students are instructed in the basic skills of reading notes and 

rhythms, and progress to the higher level concepts of musicianship, music interpretation and aesthetic performance.  

Since all students progress to this level at different rates, music teachers implement specialized methods designed to 

assist them.   

 Students are organized into lesson groups based on their level of experience and ability.  They may move be-

tween groups based on their progressive development in their instrument/voice.  This flexible grouping technique al-

lows students to be appropriately challenged.  It also gives students the experience of being leaders in a small group 

setting or of working with their intellectual peers.  The material addressed is tailored to the needs of the different 

groups; for example, if one group needs to sharpen their skills in rhythms, fundamentals are addressed using Lego sys-

tems of counting and simple rhythm flash cards.  Another group, more advanced, may work on composing their own 

rhythms or performing more complex rhythms.   

 Incorporated into the band lessons is SmartMusic, a web-based home practice program that enables students to 

practice more effectively by having the computer give them immediate feed back on their performance.  The assign-

ments for the quarter are available and the students work at their own pace to complete them.  If a student has com-

pleted all of their assignments or if a student is having trouble with the difficulty of the assignments, individual 

changes can be made without any other student knowing.   

 In chorus, tiered assignments in sight singing are available to students.  Based on the N.Y.S.S.M.A. manual, 

these assignments range in difficulty from a beginner Level 1 to a master Level 6.  Students are grouped in pairs either 

according to their similar levels of ability or different levels. This strategy facilitates peer mentoring as well as a student 

centered learning environment. 

 In electronic music students are exposed to a wide variety of musical instruments. The emphasis is on piano/

keyboard instruction, with units featuring bass, guitar, vocals, and drums as well.  After exploring these instruments in 

specialized units, students are allowed to select an instrument to further hone their skills.  In this way students may 

discover and learn more about an instrument that is suitable to their abilities.  The units of study are tiered and web-

based instruction, combined with teacher supervision, allows students to progress through the units at their own pace. 

 In orchestra, in addition to creating lesson groups by needs, the orchestra teacher found it necessary to discover 

the type of learner each individual is. For instance, a child having difficulty with written notation may be assumed to 

have little natural musical ability. In fact, that student may be an auditory learner. In such a case, the teacher plays the 

music to the student until it is grasped. The student then more easily transfers what he or she has learned by ear to 

reading the notes on the staff. Discovering auditory learners permits students who might otherwise not be able to stay 

with the group to remain a part of the orchestra.  

 While the music curriculum dictates that students meet certain criteria, teachers use these criteria as a 

―springboard‖ for each student to pursue subjects and skills at a pace commensurate with his/her ability and experi-

ence through differentiated instruction. 

 



The Garden City Middle School Library 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

The GCMS Library opens at 7:30 a.m. 
      

 
  

  

  

  Dead End in Norvelt 
by Jack Gantos 
Melding the entirely true and the wildly fictional, Dead End in Norvelt is a novel 
about an incredible two months for a kid named Jack Gantos, whose plans for va-
cation excitement are shot down when he is "grounded for life" by his feuding par-
ents, and whose nose spews bad blood at every little shock he gets. But plenty of 
excitement (and shocks) are coming Jack's way once his mom loans him out to help 
a feisty old neighbor with a most unusual chore—typewriting obituaries filled 
with stories about the people who founded his utopian town. As one obituary 
leads to another, Jack is launched on a strange adventure involving molten wax, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, twisted promises, a homemade airplane, Girl Scout cookies, a 
man on a trike, a dancing plague, voices from the past, Hells Angels . . . and possi-
bly murder. Endlessly surprising, this sly, sharp-edged narrative is the author at 
his very best, making readers laugh out loud at the most unexpected. 

  

 
  

  

  

  Trapped 
by Marc Aronson 
In early August 2010, the unthinkable happened when a mine collapsed in 
CopiapÓ, Chile, and 33 miners were trapped 2,000 feet below the surface. For sixty
-nine days they lived on meager resources and increasingly poor air quality. When 
they were finally rescued, the world watched with rapt attention and rejoiced in 
the amazing spirit and determination of the miners. What could have been a terri-
ble tragedy became an amazing story of survival. 

Now, with exclusive interviews with rescuers and expert commentary, Marc 
Aronson brings us the backstory behind this incredible event. By tracing the psy-
chological, physical, and environmental factors surrounding the rescue, Trapped 
highlights the amazing technology and helping hands that made it all possible. 
From the Argentinean soccer players who hoped to raise morale, to NASA volun-
teering their expertise to come up with a plan, there was no shortage of enterpris-
ing spirit when it came to saving lives. 

 

  

  

  

  Zoom In, Zoom Out 
by DK Publishing 
Explore your world from a new perspective! 

Zoom In, Zoom Out is a groundbreaking visual reference book promising an amaz-
ing new experience with each turn of the page. Throughout the book the view-
point changes, shifting our perspective through a run of spreads, zooming in, 
zooming out, as well as going sideways, forward, and backward. Through this 
inventive visual technique, readers are kept constantly engaged, and invited to 
consider the connections between different aspects of their world. 

  
    

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/c/greg-van-eekhout
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/c/dk-publishing/2131772

